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What Are We Studying?
When America split apart, Virginia was at the heart of the 
fight. This chapter will develop students’ understanding of 
the issues that divided our nation and Virginia—issues that 
led to the Civil War. It discusses the economic differences, 
secession, the battlegrounds, Virginia leaders, and the effect 
on Virginians.  

Great Places to Visit
Visit any Civil War battleground in your community.
Learn the story of what happened there.
• The American Civil War Museum locations:
Historic Tredegar in Richmond, White House & Museum of
the Confederacy in Richmond, and Museum of the
Confederacy in Appomattox
• Mariners’ Museum and Park in Newport News
• Pamplin Historical Park in Petersburg
• Stratford Hall in Stratford
• Virginia War Museum in Newport News

Talk About It!
• Discuss the economic and social 
differences in life today between 
northern and southern Virginia as well 
as eastern and western Virginia.

• Hold a family debate about the 
morality and tactics of John Brown and 
Nat Turner.

• If you had relatives who participated 
in the war, share the stories, photos, or 
memorabilia in the family.

• Ask your child what he or she would 
do right now if Virginia had plans to 
secede from the United States. Share 
your thoughts as well. Then ask what 
your child would have done if your 
family lived here in the 1860s.

• As you pass battlegrounds around the 
state, ask your child what his or her 
impressions are of the land and what 
happened there. 
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Essential Knowledge for Chapter 7 (VS.3)
The student will demonstrate an understanding of the 

issues that divided our nation and led to the Civil War by:
a)  explaining the major events and the differences between
northern and southern states that divided Virginians and led
to secession, war, and the creation of West Virginia.
• The economy in the northern part of the United States was
more industrialized, while in the southern part it was agricultural
and relied more on slave labor.
• Northern states wanted the new states created out of the
western territories to be “free states,” while the southern states
wanted the new states to be “slave states.”
• Nat Turner led a revolt against slavery in Virginia.
• Abolitionists campaigned to end slavery.
• Harriet Tubman supported a secret route that escaped
enslaved African Americans took; it became known as the
“Underground Railroad.”
• John Brown led a raid on the United States Armory (Arsenal)
at Harpers Ferry, Virginia (present-day West Virginia). He was
trying to start a slave rebellion. He was captured and hanged.
• After Abraham Lincoln was elected president of the United
States in 1860, some southern states seceded from the Union and
formed the “Confederate States of America.” Later Virginia
seceded and joined them.
• Conflict grew between the eastern counties of Virginia that
relied on slavery and western counties that did not favor slavery.
• Many disagreements between the two regions of the state led
to the creation of West Virginia.

b) describing Virginia’s role in the war, including identifying
major battles that took place in Virginia.
• The first Battle of Bull Run (or Manassas) was the first major
clash of the Civil War. Confederate General Thomas
“Stonewall” Jackson played a major role in this battle.
• General Robert E. Lee, Commander of the Army of Northern
Virginia, defeated Union troops at Fredericksburg, Virginia.
• Richmond was the capital of the Confederacy. It fell to
General Ulysses S. Grant and was burned by the Confederacy
near the end of the war. Fires were set by retreating Confederate
forces to keep war supplies from approaching Union forces.
• President Abraham Lincoln used the Union navy to blockade
southern ports. An important sea battle between the Monitor
(Union) and the Merrimack (Confederacy), two iron-clad ships,
took place in Virginia waters near Norfolk and Hampton. The
battle was fought to a draw.
• The Civil War ended at Appomattox Court House, Virginia,
where Confederate General Robert E. Lee surrendered his army
to Union General Ulysses S. Grant in April 1865.

c) describing the roles of American Indians, whites,
enslaved African Americans, and free African Americans.
• Most white Virginians supported the Confederacy.
• The Confederacy relied on enslaved African Americans to
raise crops and provide labor for the army.
• Many enslaved African Americans sought freedom by
following the Union Army where many found work. Some
women and men provided labor, and some men fought for the
Union Army.
• Some free African Americans joined the Union Army and
Union Navy.
• Most American Indians did not take sides during the 
Civil War 
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